Dreamcatcher at Moreland, Thursday 28th November 2019

Abigail Cornick: Curator at the Museum of the Order of St John  
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Abi tells the children at Moreland about her role at the Museum of the Order of St John 

Can you tell us a bit about your work?

Abi is a curator who works at the Order of St John museum not far from Moreland on St John’s Lane.  The museum tells the story of an ancient religious military order from its very beginnings caring for sick people on pilgrimage in elevenths century Jerusalem, through to its modern-day role with the St John Ambulance, the international first aid charity.  

A curator is someone who looks after the collections in a museum.  Abi curates lots of old artefacts (historical objects) including documents.  There are around 60,000 objects that she works with in the museum and some of them are from the Roman times.  

What do you like most about what you do?

Every day Abi learns something new about the history of the Order of St John and this is really exciting for her.  She loves asking her own questions about artefacts and enjoys finding out more about them.  

What learning and experience did you need to get your job?

Abi loved history and art so she studied ‘History of Art’ at University.  She also volunteered for the National Trust working in some of their historic buildings, telling visitors about the building and its history.  

Where did you grow up and go to school?

Abi grew up and went to school in Bristol.  She also spent time living in America, Argentina and Portugal before coming to West London to live.  

What did you dream of doing when you were at school?  

Abi dreamed of being an archaeologist for the BBC ‘Time Team’ programme.   

Do you have any other dreams for your future?

Abi wants to keep on learning throughout her life.  This is her main dream for the future.   



[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions from the audience of children at Moreland for Katie:

Q:  Who inspired you to do your job?
A: “My mother.  She inspired me to learn about history and it went from there really”. 

Q: What do you not like about your job? 
A: “I like everything but it can be a very messy job handling old artefacts and I’m not so keen on getting dirty”. 

Finally, if you could meet yourself again at our age, what advice would you give yourself?

Abi says “Every time you are given an opportunity, take it”.  
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