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EYFS Overview of Essential Knowledge and Skills by NC Foundation Subject

	
	End of EYFS Skills and Knowledge  ( see EYFS vocabulary map for identified focus vocabulary)
What we want children to know and be able to do. 

	Science
	Plants
· Do they know the names of some common plants?
· Do they know the names of some parts of a tree and a flower?
· Do they know how to plant and take care of a plant?
· Can they describe and do they show understanding of some changes that take place as a plant grows based on their practical experience and observation?
Animals including humans
· Do they know the names of some animals?
· Do they know where some animals live and are able to match them to this habitat/ location e.g. woods, pond, park, farm?
· Do they know that some animals are found in other places in the world?
· Ca they use some simple descriptive language to describe different types of animals e.g. fur, feathers, beak, claws, scales?
· Do they know that animals can produce food and other products for humans to use e.g. wool from sheep, honey from bees, milk from cows?
· Do they know some similarities and differences between animals they have observed or read about?
· Do they know the names of the main parts of the human body?
· Do they know how to make observations using their different senses?
Everyday Materials
· Do they know the name of some everyday materials e.g. plastic, wood, metal, fabric?
· Can they make observations of objects and materials using their senses as appropriate?
· Can they use some describing words when talking about materials and objects and categorise them in a simple way e.g. hard and soft, magnetic not magnetic, sink or float.
· Do they have an understanding that some materials can change e.g. ice can melt, playdough can change shape, cooking a cake, adding bicarbonate of soda to water?
· Can they describe the changes they see and make simple hypothesis as to why changes happen?
Seasonal Changes
· Do they know the 4 seasons and simple features of each season?
· Do they know the term weather and different types of weather – rain, sun, cloud, mist, wind?
· Do they know the term temperature and can use hot and cold correctly?
· Do they know it is dark at night and light in the daytime?
Working Scientifically
· Can they explore  using all their senses and give simple descriptions?
· Can they make simple observations?
· Can they try out different ways of doing things to see which works best?
· Can they make simple comparisons?
· Can they give a simple hypothesis or explanation for what they observe?
· Can they sort and categorise objects?
· Can they ask simple questions?
· Can they start to record information in different ways e.g. a simple graph, drawing a picture, taking a photograph.

	Geography
	Locational Knowledge
· Do they know the names of and can they locate key man- made features and locations in their immediate environment ?
· Do they know the names of and can they locate key natural features and locations in their immediate and local environment?
Place Knowledge
· Can they make observations about human and physical features in their immediate (home and school) and local environment?
· Do they know some differences between a town or city and the countryside?
· Do they know there are some things that are the same and some things that are different between places in different countries E.g. Kenya and the UK when reading Handa’s Suprise, a place they have visited and where they live?
· Do they know that people can be connected to people in different places e.g. they have family members that live in other countries?
· Do they know that some of the food we eat is grown in other places in the world? 
Environmental, Physical and Human Geography
· Do they know the 4 seasons and simple features of each season?
· Do they know the term weather and different types of weather – rain, sun, cloud, mist, wind?
· Do they know the term temperature and can use hot and cold correctly?
· Do they know that water “freezes” when it is cold and ice “melts” when it is hot?
· Can they make simple observations about geographical changes and processes including the seasons, the weather, states of matter?
· Can they make simple comparisons between ways of life for people in different places and different communities?
· Do they know that people believe different things and celebrate different festivals?
· Do they know that people’s families and ways of life can be different from theirs? E.g. people eat different types of food
· Do they know how to look after their immediate environment and why this is important e.g. they know to water plants in summer or they will die, they know that they need to put paper in the recycling bin because paper is made from trees
Map Skills 
· Do they know how to follow directions and give direction using identified positional language?
· Do they know how to accurately describe the location of a familiar place using positional language?
· Do they know how to use a simple map to locate something?
· Do they know how create a simple map to represent a familiar location, a journey they have been on or locations in a story they have heard? 
· Do they know where the land and water is on a map and a globe?
· Do they know some places are near and some places are far?
· Do they know some maps show us what a place looks like from above?
· Do they know how to zoom in on a digital map?
Field work
· Can they make simple drawings and representations of places they observe?
· Can they make observations about what they see, hear, smell, taste and feel?
· Can they begin to record information e.g. their feelings about a place?

	History
	· Do they know that they have changed as they have grown older?
· Do they know some differences between themselves now and as a baby and toddler?
· Do they know about some events in the past in their own family e.g. going on a family holiday, attending a wedding, celebrating a birthday or festival?
· Can they order and sequence familiar events using visual prompts?  Can they recognise differences between past and present events in their own lives and those of others?
· Can they identify similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class? 
· Can they make observations about the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books and stories?
See history progression maps for more information on historical skills

	RE 
	· Can they retell a religious story they know well?
· Can they recognise and use some religious words from different faiths e.g. God, Allah, Bible, Quran, Torah
· Can they talk about people who are special to them?
· Can they identify people who help them in the community?
· Do they know some special people in different religions and say why they are special?
· Can they talk about some places of worship for different religions?
· Can they name some places  of worship and give a simple description of them based on their own experience or what they have read/seen?
· Do they know some festivals and celebrations celebrated by people of different religions?
· Can they identify some features of Christmas, Easter and at least one other festival from another religion?
· Can they talk about some things that are the same and different about different festivals?
· Can they talk about special times in their own lives and those of family members?
· Do they know what happens at a Christian baptism and an equivalent ceremony from another religion?
· Can they talk about what they find interesting and wonderful about the world around them?
· Do they know some ways to care for the natural world and why this is important?

	Art
	Exploring  and Using Media and Materials
· Can they experiment with ways of changing media and materials?
· Can they safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function?
Being Imaginative
· Can children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes? 
· Can they represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through art?
Knowledge
· Can they name or recognise some artists/ art works they have learnt about?
· Can they describe what they can see and like in the work of another artist/craft maker/designer?
· Can they express their feelings about their own piece of art?
· Can they express their feelings about a peer’s piece of art?
Drawing
· Can they express their feelings and experiences through drawing?
· Can they draw controlled lines and use the skill to make different shapes
· Can they interpret an object through drawing?
Digital Media
· Can they use a simple painting program to create a picture?
· Can they recognise the different tools and how to use them?
· Can they go back and change their picture?
Painting
· Can they express their feelings through painting?
· Can they interpret an object through painting?
· Do they have an understanding of basic colour theory? – basic colour mixing, light and dark colours
Printing
· Can they recognise different marks through printing with different objects?
· Can they repeat a print to make a pattern?
Textiles
· Can they group fabrics and threads by colour and texture?
· Can they weave a pattern?
· Can they identify when patterns are used in textile design?
3D
· Can they recognise different textures in different surfaces?
· Can they use different materials to create raised texture?
· Can they scrunch, roll, shape materials to make a 3D form?
Collage
· Can they cut and tear paper and card for their collages?
· Can they colour sort materials?
· Can they build layers of materials to create an image?

	DT
	Developing, planning and communicating ideas
· Can they make observations about the features of objects?
· Can they use their senses to explore and describe objects?
· Can they think of some ideas of their own?
· Can they plan how best to approach a task
Working with tools, equipment, materials and components to make quality products
· Can they explain what they are making?
· Can they select appropriate resources and tools?
· Can they explain which tools are they using and why?
· Can they use tools safely?
· Can they use tools to manipulate materials?
Evaluating processes and products
· Can they identify success and next steps?
· Can they change their strategy as needed?
See DT progression map for cooking and nutrition

	Music
	· Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs
· Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music
See music progression map for Jolly Music progression

	PE
	Games:
· How to push and roll a ball using their hands.
· How to bounce a ball using their hands
· Why it is important to keep the ball close to them when pushing, rolling or bouncing the ball
· How to bounce a ball into space using their hands
· When, where and why we bounce a ball into space in order to avoid a defender.
· How to control a ball using their feet.
· How to dribble the ball using their feet
· Why it is important to keep the ball close to them when moving with the ball
· How to stop the ball using their feet
· What controls means. Control means that we keep the ball close to our feet, preventing the defenders from gaining possession.
· When, where and why to dribble a ball into space in order to avoid a defender.
· Why we need to aim when they are throwing
· How they can use their bodies to throw
· How to throw underarm. Stepping forwards with one foot, releasing the ball from low to high using our opposite hand.
· Why they need to watch the ball when it is sent towards us
Athletics
· How to walk, swinging their arms with opposite arm and leg action.
· Where to walk by staying in a space and why this is so important in a game scenario.
· How to jump swinging their arms and bending our knees.
· Why jumping with the correct technique is so important
Dance
· Know how to move their bodies in different ways linked to the theme.
· Know how to listen to the music and move the body in relation to the music
· Respond to the rhythm in the music
· Understand why it is important to move with control and that ‘Control’ means moving their bodies in time with the music, beat or sound.
· Know how to create a variety of ‘freeze’ positions linked to the theme
· Know how to move their bodies with big clear actions.
Gymnastics
· How we can move our bodies in ‘low’ ways; slides, rolls (long, curled) hands and feet
· How we can move our bodies in ’high’ ways; jumps, hops, skips, side steps and backwards.
· Why it is important to use the apparatus safely.
· How to create high and low  balances ‘shapes’.
· How to be creative on the apparatus, moving through, along, across, over and under a variety of apparatus.
· Why it is so important to move and balance like a ‘Champion’. ‘Champion’ refers to when we are being silent, pointing their fingers and toes and are still when we make a shape/balance.




image1.png
[PV o « B PR
LEARNING FOR LIFE




